What are the characteristics
of the ideal leisure horse?

Key findings of the questionnaire performed by the
FEIF Leisure Riding Committee, 2014



Background for the survey

e \We wish to establish a test of the characteristics and overall
ridability of a horse

e To secure the best possible match between rider and horse
* To allow trainers to aim at special goals for leisure horses

e Holar and Hvannerey Universities have confirmed participation

e At the conference in 2014, universities requested a survey to start the work
to know what is prioritised when looking for a horse for leisure riding



How?

e The survey was launched in May 2014 and ended (officially) in July
2014. Responses having arrived later have been included.

e The survey was launched on FEIF website, national websites and via
FEIF Facebook (which was shared many times).



General information

* 3060 responses
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Respondents’ main interest per country
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What do we use our horse for?

my
child(ren) to

ride
1%

riding in a
riding hall or
oval track
12%



Age vs country

Average age of respendents
=65 <15
2% A% :
=i e Belgium: 50% of
respondents < 25 years
old

e USA and Great Britain:
more than 40% of

respondents > 55 years
old




My picture of the ideal leisure horse is mainly
based on its:

colour and expres...
character
conformation
pedigree /BLUP
health

gaits

height

competition abili...

0 545 1090 1635 2180 2725 3270



The importance of character

Importance of character
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Height of the ideal leisure horse

1.30m-1.35m
4%

bigger than
1.45m
4%




How to define character

Defining character
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A leisure horse is in my view a horse which.....
Top 6 selected characteristics

has very comfortable gaits

has a good balance

has lots of natural tolting ability
is not afraid of traffic

is nice to ride in groups

is nice to ride alone
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Top 6 of reasons NOT to buy a horse

has a hard mouth

shows no social behaviour within a group of
horses

is very difficult to ride alone

is afraid of traffic

is difficult to stop

doesn't tolt
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How important is tolt?

4 questions about tolt:

e A leisure horse is, in my view, a horse which (choose the 6 most
important characteristics out of 15, varying from gaits, to character,
level of training )

| would never buy a horse which (choose 3 out of 14, one option =
doesn’t t6lt)

 When choosing between two horses to buy, I'd choose
* A horse which can’t tolt / which can’t be ridden alone
* A horse which can’t tolt / which can’t be ridden in groups
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How important is tolt?— Question 1

Natural tolting ability as one out of 6 characteristics for the ideal leisure horse
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How important is tolt?— Question 2

would never buy a horse which doesn't tolt
(3 out of 14 characteristics)
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How important is tolt? — Question 3
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How important is tolt?— Question 4
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The importance of tolt
Number of times a respondent selected tolt
over other characteristics




Pacey tolt vs trotty tolt




What’s next?

e Questionnaire gives a good insight into what is important
e Developing a test in cooperation with universities (2015)
e Testing the test (2016)

e Proposal in the delegates assembly (2017)

e Approval by the delegates assembly and incorporating the test into
the FEIF-system (2018)



